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Estimated time: 3 minutes
Difficulty: Intermediate

Why you'd use this

Every model has a limit on how much text it can consider at once, and a gateway may route
different requests to models with different limits. eLLM Code sizes the conversation to the
routed model automatically when the gateway advertises a window, and falls back to a
configured budget when it does not. This guide shows how to see which limit is in effect, how
to read the context readout under the composer, and what to do when a conversation grows
too large.

Before you start

Permissions required:

None.

You'll need:

A connected chat.

Steps

1. Look at the status row under the composer after any reply. It shows the approximate
size of the conversation being sent and, when known, the routed model's window.

EssingtonITS · Essington Information Technology Services LTD St James
House Suite 1.11 Hollinswood Rd, Telford TF2 9TW
+44 (0)1543 384780 · support@essingtonits.co.uk

InfoHub
11 Sep 2026 · Page 2 / 0



2. Press / and choose Show context window (token limits), or run eLLM: Show
Context Window.

3. Read the report: the window the gateway's model list advertises, the windows
reported per intent by the pools that actually served recent requests, the effective
minimum used for budgeting, and the fallback budget used when nothing is
advertised.

4. If the effective window is small, expect the prompt to be trimmed: a "Prompt trimmed"
activity line names the optional parts that were dropped, such as the skills catalogue
or reuse hints, so that the request fits.

5. To start over with an empty conversation, click ＋  in the header or run eLLM: Clear
Context. Project memory is unaffected.

6. To change the fallback budget, set ellmCode.maxContextTokens  (history budget) and
ellmCode.outputReserveTokens  (headroom kept for the reply) in VS Code settings.

What you should see

Old conversation turns are trimmed in whole groups, so a tool call is never separated from
its result. A window learned from the gateway is remembered per model, so a new session
starts with the right budget rather than the conservative fallback. If the gateway still rejects
a request as too long, the history is compacted once and the request retried.

Troubleshooting

Replies stop mid-sentence: the routed model's output cap is small. Raise
ellmCode.outputReserveTokens  only if the window allows; otherwise ask for the work in

smaller pieces.

Long requests are saved to a file: a request larger than the window is written
under .project-ai/  and the assistant reads it in parts. This is expected for very large
pasted specifications.
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Related guides

How to Configure a Reasoning Model and Native Tool Calling

How to Tune Generation Settings for Your Model
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